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1. 

 
1 https://www.euforgen.org/publications/publication/genetic-aspects-linked-to-production-and-use-of-forest-
reproductive-material-frm/ 
2 https://www.euforgen.org/openletterEUFS2030  
3 https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13083-Plant-and-forest-
reproductive-material-revised-rules-/feedback_en?p_id=25832044&page=6  
4 The implementation plan of the FGR Strategy identifies the actions to address all the key commitments to 

improve the conservation and sustainable use of European forest genetic resources. Within this strategy, 

Countries individually and through the EUFORGEN programme have identifies 28 key commitments and make 

this recommendation: “The European Commission is urged to provide direct funding to the EUFORGEN 

Programme in order to strengthen its capacity and ensure the participation of all European countries”. 

https://www.euforgen.org/openletterEUFS2030
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13083-Plant-and-forest-reproductive-material-revised-rules-/feedback_en?p_id=25832044&page=6
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13083-Plant-and-forest-reproductive-material-revised-rules-/feedback_en?p_id=25832044&page=6
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5 www.genresbridge.eu/GRs4e 

6 https://youtu.be/vaNcdxBwZW0 
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or those countries that do not intend to sign the DSA, EFI 
will prepare a draft letter listing the elements needed from EFI. In this way it will not prevent 
these countries to access the data in the EUFGIS information system. 
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7 https://www.euforgen.org/publications/publication/genetic-aspects-linked-to-production-and-use-of-forest-

reproductive-material-frm/  
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17th meeting of the EUFORGEN Steering Committee 
8-9 November 2022, virtual meeting 
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European Forest Genetic Resources 
programme (EUFORGEN) 

 
Proposal for the preparation of the State of 
Europe’s Forest Genetic Resources (SoE-
FGR) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
The Forest Genetic Resources Strategy for Europe recommends the development of the 
“State of the Europe’s Forest Genetic Resources Report”, arguing that information on forest 
genetic resources (FGR) should permit relevant stakeholders to assess the importance of 
those FGR in the pan-European context, help identify gaps and overlaps in conservation, and 
offer insights into potential for use. At the EU and European level, data on FGR conservation 
should support the interlinked goals of the Green Deal (i.e., the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030, 
the New EU Forest Strategy 2030, etc.), and the Forest Europe process to address threats to 
FGR and the conservation and use of FGR. 



 

 
 

There is a need of building knowledge of the impact of environmental changes and 
management actions on FGR. Effective monitoring should be based on consistent 
documentation of standardised information and management practices over time. In 
conjunction with the advancement of tools and technologies, the availability of time series 
data will improve our understanding of FGR and Conservation Genetic Units (GCU) 
management. 
In 2013, FAO released the first report on the State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources 
(SoW-FGR). In June 2019, countries were already invited to submit national reports for a 
second global assessment on Forest Genetic Resources. These outputs constitute a major step 
in building the information and knowledge base required for action towards better 
conservation and sustainable management of FGR. However, the status was assessed from a 
global perspective, and, in both circumstances, many European countries did not provide any 
data. 
The “State of the Europe’s Forest Genetic Resources Report” (SoE-FGR) will be fundamental to 
cover knowledge gaps in Europe, and it will serve as a consistent documentation on the 
conservation and sustainable use of FGR, collecting and synthesising information that is 
already available in existing reports or that will be retrieved from additional data sources. 

 
 
The SoE-FGR will provide a detailed snapshot of the status of knowledge on Europe’s Forest 
Genetic resources and how they are conserved and managed.  
The content and the structure of the report will be in accordance with the guidelines provided 
by the EUFORGEN Secretariat. Specifically, standardized forms will be used to gather similar 
information from different countries. This will facilitate data comparison and analysis.  
The SoE-FGR will be composed of: 
1) A series of thematic papers  

2) Country factsheets 

3) Species Factsheets 

Information as compact factsheets for each country and/or indicator, will provide a useful aid 
for national stakeholders to tackle the main constraints and to assess the progress needed to 
date to reach Pan-European targets and goals related to the conservation and sustainable use 
of FGR. 

 
 

• Country reports submitted for the FAO Second State of the World’s Forest Genetic 

Resources (to be submitted by countries directly to the Secretariat)   

 
European countries reporting for The Second State of the World’s Forest Genetic 
Resources: 

 
 
1. Bulgaria 

2. Croatia 

3. Czechia 

4. Denmark 

5. Finland 

6. France 

7. Germany 

8. Iceland 

9. Italy 

10. Lithuania 

11. Malta 



12. Netherlan

ds 

13. Norway 

14. Poland 

15. Portugal 

16. Serbia 

17. Sweden 

18. Switzerlan

d 

19. Ukraine

 
 
 
 
European countries reporting for The First State of the World’s Forest Genetic 
Resources: 

 
1. Austria 

2. Bulgaria 

3. Cyprus 

4. Denmark 

5. Estonia 

6. Finland 

7. France 

8. Germany 

9. Hungary 

10. Ireland 

11. Netherlan

ds 

12. Norway 

13. Poland 

14. Russian 

Federation 

15. Spain 

16. Sweden 

17. Turkey 

18. Ukraine 



 

 
 

 

 
 

• Data currently in EUFGIS 

• Data collected through the ad-hoc Survey 

• Bibliometric analysis to assess the state and the trend of FGR research in Europe 

 
 
 
 

4. ntributions by country 
 

• Countries are kindly asked to share the report submitted for The Second State of the World’s 

Forest Genetic Resources or, if not available, a brief overview.    

• Countries will fill in an ad-hoc survey. 

• Countries that did not submit the report to any of the two SoW-FGR will be asked to fill in a 

standardised template that will be developed by the WG. 

• The Secretariat, in collaboration with the countries that submitted at least one report to a 

previous report, will fill-in the template based on provided information.  

• Countries will validate data currently available in EUFGIS to be used for the report.  

Figure 1: Within the countries that have signed the Forest Europe Resolutions (all coloured countries), the map 
distinguishes countries that have reported only for the first SoW-FGR, only for the second SoW-FGR, for both, and 
countries that did not report for none of the two. 



 
 
Relevance of this work is mainly based on the number of countries that agree on sharing national 
information on FGR. Before allocating the necessary resources, It would be important to assess if 
countries that did not provide any data for the two reports on the “State of World’s Forest Genetic 
resources” (countries in yellow ochre in Figure 1) are willing to contribute to the SoE-FGR report. 
For this reason, the first step (phase I) would be to contact all countries via a survey to verify their 
interest in supporting such initiative by providing national information on FGR. 
Once the number of countries that are willing to participate is assessed, phase II can follow with the 
preparation of factsheets to retrieve data and with the bibliometric analysis. 
 
PHASE I 
1) January/February 2023 -> first working group online meeting. 

i. Prepare a survey to assess the willing of countries to share data on 

FGR (assessment would be fundamental for Countries that have 

never reported for the SoW-FGR). 

ii. Further elaborate the roadmap 

 
2) February/April 2023 -> Launch of the survey (aiming to verify the results by October/November 

2023) 

 
3) October/November 2023 -> Assessing results from the preliminary survey. (Based on the number 

of countries participating, phase II can follow) 

PHASE II 
4) January/February 2024 -> Second working group online meeting 

i. Define how to run bibliometric analysis 

ii. Propose the chapters of the SoE-FGR report  

iii. Draft template for National factsheets (that will be published as 

integral part of the SoE-FGR) 

5) May 2024-> EUFORGEN Steering Committee will: 

i. endorse the process.  

ii. agree on the template of the factsheets (to be filled in by National 

representatives?) 

iii. validate the proposed chapters of the report 

iv. comment the results of the survey and agree on what will be 

included in the report 

6) June 2024 to May 2025 ->  

i. countries to elaborate and submit the National factsheets.  

ii. Secretariat to prepare standardised data analysis 

iii. the overall coordinator will prepare the narratives for the first draft 

of the report.  

 
7) October/November 2025-> Final endorsement from Steering Committee and publication 

 



 

 
 

  

 

 
 

• Overall coordination: seconded senior scientist by INRAE (Bruno Fady). 

• Coordination and management of the whole process; EUFORGEN Secretariat will support in 

conducting analyses and gathering results (resources needed for an estimated time of 3-6 

months)  

• Editing as needed (resources needed for an estimated time of 0,5-2 months) 

• Layout and printing as appropriate (resources needed for an estimated time of 1 month in 

addition to the costs related to the printing) 

• Support the development of the SoEFGR (ad-hoc EUFORGEN WG) 

 
 

• Is the Steering Committee willing to produce the report? 

• How to motivate all countries to contribute? (It would be also important to retrieve 

information from countries that are not currently members of EUFORGEN network). 

• How to mobilise additional resources? 

• Only electronical printing?  

• Year of cut-off for collecting data 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Roadmap for the development of the “State of the Europe’s Forest Genetic Resources” SOE-FGR 



 
The three tables below (one for each Strategic Objective) present the planned activities for EUFORGEN Phase VI, and the status of their implementation, as of 31 
December 2022. 
 

Strategic Objective 1: Facilitate knowledge sharing and communicate with key stakeholders 
Status colour coding: achieved, ongoing, planned, pending 
 

Operational 
Objective  

Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time frame means of verification 
Status as of 31 December 2022 / 
Date of achievement 

Facilitate 
knowledge 
sharing and 
learning among 
relevant Actors 
(eg scientists, 
national 
competent 
authorities, 
practitioners 
and 
policymakers) 

SC meetings with 
invited observers from 
non-member countries 

S +NC 

ongoing agenda, list of participants and minutes of 
the meeting 

Achieved – ongoing 
 

Advisory Committee 
meetings S +NC 

ongoing agenda, list of participants and minutes of 
the meeting 

Achieved – ongoing 
 

Support the 
preparation of new 
project proposals 

S 
ongoing number of Project consortia where the 

Secretariat is involved in early stages 
Achieved – ongoing 
(one project proposal preparation 
supported in 2021) 

Identify country 
experts with 
knowledge on specific 
tree species and topics 

S +NCs 

ongoing Interface developed / number of species 
with identified reference person  

Pending 

Cross border 
collaboration with non-
European Neighbor 
Countries  

S+NC 

ongoing list of event and initiatives  Achieved  
FGRS4 Europe includes actions for 
Neighbour countries  



 

 
 

Operational 
Objective  

Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time frame means of verification 
Status as of 31 December 2022 / 
Date of achievement 

Communicate 
the importance 
of genetic 
diversity and 
outputs of 
EUFORGEN to 
policymakers, 
forestry 
professionals 
and 
practitioners on 
the ground, 
wider scientific 
community and 
society 

Communicate the 
programme results to 
stakeholders) 

S + EFI comms 
unit 

2024 list of events, presentation and leaflets 
released and disseminated 

Achieved – ongoing 
 

Establish/strengthen 
communication 
channels with relevant 
policy makers  

S + NCs 

ongoing # of high level meeting where EUFORGEN is 
represented. with reference to EUFORGEN in 
relevant policy documents 

Achieved – ongoing 
EUFORGEN represented at X Forest 
Europe, X OECD, X ITWG-FGR, X 
CGR-FA FAO. 

Promotion campaigns 
raising awareness on 
the FGR conservation 
strategy;  

 

  number and list of leaflets and infographics, 
evidence of their dissemination 

Ongoing 
 

Get coverage of the 
topic of FGR in 
international media by 
strengthening media 
partnerships and 
developing products of 
interest to media 

S 

  list of relevant events and coverage Pending 

Present EUFORGEN, its 
activities and products 
outside the circle of 
forest geneticists 

S 

ongoing list of selected scientific and practical events  Achieved – ongoing 
Forest Europe 

Maintain or strengthen 
communication 
channels with key 
actors such as Forest 
Europe, OECD FRM, 

S + AC 

ongoing list of Forest Europe, OECD FRM, FAO 
CGRFA, FAO ITWFGR, IPBES, CBD and other 
relevant events attended by Secretariat and 
AC  

Achieved – ongoing 
Forest Europe, OECD FRM, FAO 
CGRFA, FAO ITWFGR, JRC, Bioversity, 
ECPGR, ERFP 



Operational 
Objective  

Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time frame means of verification 
Status as of 31 December 2022 / 
Date of achievement 

FAO CGRFA, FAO 
ITWFGR, IPBES, CBD 

Maintain and 
further develop 
the EUFGIS 
information 
system and 
contribute to 
the further 
development of 
the distribution 
maps of 
European forest 
trees 

Connecting EUFGIS 
with FOREMATIS IS to 
provide information of 
the availability of FRM 
to potential users   

S 

2021 feature in place and results operative Ongoing 
will be a new functionality of the 
revised EUFGIS (point below) testing 
example available in existing 
interface at: 
https://www.euforgen.org/member-
countries/luxembourg/?showForem
atis=true 
  

Improving the 
functionality of EUFGIS 
to facilitate the 
national reporting 
efforts 

S 

2024 new version of EUFGIS Portal and Intranet 
available 

Ongoing 
(FORGENIUS) 
https://www.forgenius.eu/eufgis 

Collaborate with the 
Joint Research Centre 
(JRC) of the European 
Commission in 
improving distribution 
maps, serving as a link 
between the FGR 
scientific community 
and JRC. Provide access 
to maps via EUFORGEN 
website 

S + MC 

ongoing list of new maps where EUFORGEN´s 
contribution is acknowledged, number of 
maps in EUFORGEN´s website 

Achieved – ongoing 
https://www.euforgen.org/species/ 
new maps available from 
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets
/hr5h2hcgg4/9#file-2b32e368-04f0-
40d2-bb82-ac5eacdb79e8  

https://www.euforgen.org/member-countries/luxembourg/?showForematis=true
https://www.euforgen.org/member-countries/luxembourg/?showForematis=true
https://www.euforgen.org/member-countries/luxembourg/?showForematis=true
https://www.forgenius.eu/eufgis
https://www.euforgen.org/species/
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/hr5h2hcgg4/9#file-2b32e368-04f0-40d2-bb82-ac5eacdb79e8
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/hr5h2hcgg4/9#file-2b32e368-04f0-40d2-bb82-ac5eacdb79e8
https://data.mendeley.com/datasets/hr5h2hcgg4/9#file-2b32e368-04f0-40d2-bb82-ac5eacdb79e8


 

 
 

Operational 
Objective  

Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time frame means of verification 
Status as of 31 December 2022 / 
Date of achievement 

Contribute to 
relevant 
international 
reporting 
efforts, such as 
the State of 
Europe’s 
Forests reports 

contribute to the 
preparation of FAO 
State of the World FGR, 
by providing national & 
Europe Region 
perspectives  

S+ EUFGIS Focal 
Points + MC 

2020-2023 list and text of relevant chapters  ongoing 
Regional contribution submitted (S). 
19 National Contribution submitted 
to FAO by MC. 

Support the monitoring 
of the implementation 
of the GPA- FGR. 
Provide the Regional 
perspective 

S + MC 

ongoing EUFGIS is used as source of data for National 
and Regional reporting 

Achieved – ongoing 
 

Contribute to the State 
of Europe´s Forest 
(Responsible for report 
on Indicator 4.6) 

S + MC 

2024 data on Indicator 4.6 are provided in due 
time and reference to EUFORGEN and 
EUFGIS is made in the report 

Planned 
 

Publish reports of the 
WG or proceedings of 
relevant events  

 
2024 Reports released electronically Planned 

 

make available the 
overview of the State 
of Europe´s FGR report, 
presenting 4.6 data for 
all species 

S + MC 

2024 data on indicator 4.6 are presented for each 
species in EUFORGEN´s website  

Planned (in the framework of the 
FORGENIUS project)  

 
  



Strategic Objective 2: Coordinate conservation of forest genetic resources in Europe  
 

Operational 
Objective  

Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time frame means of verification 
Status as of 31 December 2022 / 

Date of achievement 

Update the 
pan-
European 
conservatio
n strategy 
also 
including 
response to 
large scale 
risks  

Working group to guide and 
support the GenRes Bridge 
project in updating the 
European strategy for the 
conservation of FGR 

S + WG + SC 2021 composition of the WG records of the inputs 
to the development of the strategy. updated 
strategy 

Achieved  
FGR Strategy published (2021) 
www.genresbridge.eu/grs4e  

Involve non-member 
countries and neighbour 
countries in revising the 
Pan-European FGR 
conservation strategy 

S + Project 
partners 

2021 list of non-member and neighbour countries 
consulted and involved in the development 
of the strategy 

Achieved  
FGR Strategy published in 2021 
www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templa
tes/euforgen.org/upload/Publication
s/Thematic_publications/FGR_Strate
gy4Europe.pdf  
Non-member countries consulted: 
Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Georgia, Greece, 
Moldova, North Macedonia, 
Portugal, Romania , Turkey, Ukraine.  

Support 
National 
implementa
tion of the 
GPA-FGR 

attend relevant meetings of 
FAO ITWG-FGR and CGRFA 
Global and maintain the link 
with the Member Countries 

S +AC+ NC+ SC ongoing list of ITWG FGR and CGRFA meetings 
attended by Secretariat and AC 

Achieved – ongoing 
 

http://www.genresbridge.eu/grs4e
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Publications/Thematic_publications/FGR_Strategy4Europe.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Publications/Thematic_publications/FGR_Strategy4Europe.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Publications/Thematic_publications/FGR_Strategy4Europe.pdf
http://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Publications/Thematic_publications/FGR_Strategy4Europe.pdf


 

 
 

Operational 
Objective  

Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time frame means of verification 
Status as of 31 December 2022 / 

Date of achievement 

Implement 
the  
pan-
European 
conservatio
n strategy 

Working Group developing 
Minimum Requirements for 
static and dynamic ex situ 
conservation 

WG+ NEs 2023 composition of the working group and 
report (minimum requirements for ex situ 
conservation) 

Pending 

Optimize the European 
network of genetic 
conservation units (training 
of EUFGIS FPs) 

S+ GenRes 
Bridge Partners+ 
EUFGIS FPs 

2021, 2024 list of trained EUFGIS FP, agenda, report and 
list of recommendations for the 
improvement of EUFGIS 

Achieved – ongoing 
(GenRes Bridge and FORGENIUS. 
Two more trainings planned before 
the end of the Phase) 

implementation of the 
decision support tool for 
the management of the 
genetic conservation units’ 
network 

S+ EUFGIS FPs 2024 the tool is available and the EUFGIS 
information system modified. EUFGIS FPs 
trained 

Ongoing (FORGENIUS) 

Support the 
implementation of a pan-
European genetic 
monitoring scheme with 
focus on the core network 
of GCUs 

S +NCs 2024 composition of the WG, report (in case of a 
WG) or newly created opportunities 

Pending? 

  



Strategic Objective 3: Promote the appropriate use of forest genetic resources  
 

Operational Objective  Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time 
frame 

means of verification Status as of 31 December 2022 
/ Date of achievement 

Prepare science-based 
recommendations and tools for 
better incorporating genetic 
aspects into Sustainable Forest 
Management practices 

Discussion Platform (DP) 
on strategies for the 
adaptation to climate 
change 

MC+ S 2024 list of participants, agenda, minutes 
and recommendations 

Achieved 
18-20 October 2022, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
 
 

WG on strategies for the 
adaptation to climate 
change 

MC+ S 2021-2024 list of members, minutes of 
meetings, report of WG 

Planned 
Postponed to 2022 due to 
COVID 19 traveling and 
meeting limitations 
 
SC to define expected output 

WG(s) building on Phase 
V WG on FRM -
Customisation of 
guidelines for various 
audiences  

MC+ S 2024 list of members, minutes of 
meetings, report of WG 

Ongoing – Planned 

workshop to identify 
research needs and 
priorities on FGR in 
Europe (also apply to the 
other objectives) 

MC+ S 2020 list of participants, minutes, 
prioritised list of research and policy 
needs 

Achieved  
GenTree final conference 
 www.gentree-h2020.eu/ 
fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/ 
documents/GenTree_ 
stakeholders_consultation_ 
30Jan2020_report_ 
short_final.pdf  

link EUFGIS with 
FOREMATIS (conversion 
of EUFGIS into a 

 S 2021 new Semantic EUFGIS Information 
system released, effectively linked to 
FOREMATIS 

Planned / ongoing 

http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/documents/GenTree_stakeholders_consultation_30Jan2020_report_short_final.pdf
http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/documents/GenTree_stakeholders_consultation_30Jan2020_report_short_final.pdf
http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/documents/GenTree_stakeholders_consultation_30Jan2020_report_short_final.pdf
http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/documents/GenTree_stakeholders_consultation_30Jan2020_report_short_final.pdf
http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/documents/GenTree_stakeholders_consultation_30Jan2020_report_short_final.pdf
http://www.gentree-h2020.eu/fileadmin/Gentree-uploads/documents/GenTree_stakeholders_consultation_30Jan2020_report_short_final.pdf


 

 
 

Operational Objective  Activities Phase VI Responsibility 1 Time 
frame 

means of verification Status as of 31 December 2022 
/ Date of achievement 

Semantic Information 
System) 

the semantic linking will be 
done through the OptFORESTS 
project 

 
Analyse policy issues and 
recommend changes when they 
conflict with the appropriate use 
of FGR  

Working Group on FGR-
related policies 

S + SR ongoing list of members, minutes of 
meetings, recommendations of WG, 
reports to SC 

Ongoing -  
 

 

1 S=Secretariat, NC= National Coordinators, SC= Steering Committee, SR = Selected Representatives, FP = Focal Points, MC = designated Member countries representatives, AC = 

Advisory Committee, NE = National Expert, WG= working groups 

2 FE = Forest Europe, CBD= Convention on Biological Diversity, GPA FGR = Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources 
ExtRev= External Review, ToC= Theory of Change  



 



EUFORGEN is hosted by the European Forest Institute

EUFORGEN Secretariat  
European Forest Institute (EFI) 
Sant Pau Art Nouveau Site, Sant Leopold Pavilion
C/ Sant Antoni M. Claret, 167
08025 Barcelona – Spain
euforgen@efi.int
www.euforgen.org
twitter @EUFORGEN
EUFGIS http://portal.eufgis.org
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