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1 as described in Lefèvre, F., Alia, R., Bakkebø Fjellstad, K., Graudal, L., Oggioni, S.D., Rusanen, M., Vendramin, G.G., 

Bozzano, M. 2020. Dynamic conservation and utilization of forest tree genetic resources: indicators for in situ and 

ex situ genetic conservation and forest reproductive material. European Forest Genetic Resources Programme 

(EUFORGEN), European Forest Institute. 33 p. 

www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Publications/Thematic_publications/EUFORGEN_IG
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2 https://www.euforgen.org/publications/publication/forest-genetic-resources-strategy-for-europe 
3 https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/european-neighbourhood-and-

enlargement-negotiations_en 
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https://www.euforgen.org/fileadmin/templates/euforgen.org/upload/Publications/Other_PDFs/EUFGIS_Minimum

_requirements.pdf 

5 http://portal.eufgis.org/fileadmin/templates/eufgis.org/documents/EUFGIS_DataStandards.pdf 
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Introduction 

The European Forest Genetic Resources Programme (EUFORGEN) has a longstanding history 
of supporting and promoting the conservation and sustainable use of forest genetic resources 
(FGR) across Europe. Throughout the past two decades, numerous research projects have 
contributed invaluable scientific knowledge, tools, and policy recommendations to advance 
FGR understanding and management in Europe. However, when these projects conclude, 
their findings, methodologies, and outputs often become fragmented, difficult to access, or 
even lost over time. To address this challenge, we propose the creation of a dedicated 
"Project Heritage" section on the EUFORGEN website. 

Objective 

The primary objective of the "Project Heritage" section is to establish a centralized, accessible 
repository that preserves and disseminates key information from completed projects focused 
on FGR. This section will ensure the long-term visibility and availability of these projects’ 
legacies, promoting the continuity of scientific inquiry, facilitating evidence-based 
policymaking, and fostering further research and collaboration in the FGR field. 

Scope 

The "Project Heritage" section will serve as an archival hub where users can find information 
on a wide range of past projects related to FGR. The section will focus on the following key 
elements for each archived project (for ongoing and recently ended projects, while for old 
projects depending on available information): 

1. Scientific Questions: A summary of the primary scientific questions each project 
aimed to address. This will provide insight into the research priorities and gaps tackled 
over time and will help guide future research by identifying areas that require further 
investigation. 

2. Project Outcomes: Access to relevant outcomes produced by each project, which may 
include: 

o Scientific Publications: Links to research articles, conference proceedings, and 
reports. 

o Tools and Resources: Public deliverables, links to public databases, models, 
software, and methodologies developed as part of the projects. 



 

 
 

o Policy Briefs and Recommendations: Summaries and guidance designed to 
inform policy and decision-makers, fostering evidence-based policies in FGR 
management. 

o Training and Outreach Materials: Manuals, guidelines, and other resources 
developed to build capacity and raise awareness in the FGR field. 

Implementation Plan 

To develop the "Project Heritage" section, the following steps are proposed: 

1. Inventory of Past Projects: A review and collection of relevant past projects relevant 
to FGR will be conducted. This step will involve identifying the scientific questions, 
outcomes, and key findings of each project. 

2. Development of a Web Portal: A user-friendly and searchable portal will be created 
within the EUFORGEN website. This portal will allow users to browse projects by 
category. 

3. Project information and Structuring: Information on each project will be compiled in 
a standardized format to ensure consistency and accessibility. Key metadata, such as 
project duration, funding sources, and participating institutions, will also be included. 

4. Content Upload and Management: The information gathered will be uploaded to the 
portal. This includes adding links to external publications, tools, and databases when 
possible. Regular maintenance and updates will be performed to keep the section 
relevant and accessible. 

5. Promotion and Outreach: To maximize impact, the "Project Heritage" section will be 
promoted within the EUFORGEN community. 

Benefits 

The "Project Heritage" section is expected to deliver the following benefits: 

• Enhanced Knowledge Retention: By preserving data, publications, and outcomes 
from past projects, EUFORGEN will create a lasting legacy that supports continued 
research and development in FGR.  

• Research Synergy and Avoidance of Duplication: Future researchers will benefit from 
access to past project information, enabling more effective project planning and 
reducing redundancy in research efforts. 

• Capacity Building and Awareness: Educational and outreach materials from previous 
projects will serve as valuable resources for capacity building and knowledge 
dissemination within the FGR community. 

Conclusion 

The "Project Heritage" section will be a significant step toward safeguarding the legacies of 
past projects on European FGR. By providing a dedicated platform on the EUFORGEN website, 
this initiative will enhance the availability and usability of FGR project outcomes, supporting 
continued scientific, policy, and practical advancements in the field. 
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